





UK Presidents

John W. Oswald
1963 -1967

Albert D. Kirwan
1967-1968

Otis A. Singletary
1968-1987

Arts & Sciences
College Deans

Paul Nagel
1966-1969

Wimberly Royster
1969-1972

Art Gallaher
1972-1980

Donald Sands
(Acting Dean)
1980-1981

Michael Baer
1981-1990
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UK students protest the shootings at Kent State University in downtown Lexington, 1970.

1958-1983: The Heart of Campus

LIKE OTHER UNIVERSITIES dur-
ing the late-1960s and early 1970s,
the Vietnam War brought a clash of
ideas to UK’s campus. A 1966 article
from the Kernel noted that “the U.S.
is certainly involved in this battle,
but in recent years we have become
identified with the war torid Vietnam
of a military force by military means
rather than the far more important
battle to rid man of the prison of his
own environment.”

Assuming his role as president
of the university in 1969, Otis A.
Singletary was forced to deal with
a campus wrought with turmoil.
Student protestors marched against
the Vietnam War on UK’s campus in
1968 and 1969. The protest movement
culminated in the May 1970 campus-
wide protest of the Kent State shoot-
ing. Asaresult, the UKROTCbuilding
burned and the National Guard was
called to the University of Kentucky
to disperse the protestors.
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In the midst of the campus
ruckus, however, there were several
positive changes at the university.
One of the most important events for
the College of Arts and Sciences was
the construction of Patterson Office
Tower in 1967. Completed in 1969,
Patterson Office Tower and Whitehall
Classroom Building not only gave
the College of Arts and Sciences ad-
ditional classrooms, but centralized
the college’s location on campus.
The first African-American profes-
sor, Joseph Walter Scott, was hired
by UK in 1965 as a professor in the
Sociology Department. William Nunn
Lipscomb (BS ‘41) accomplished an
impressive feat in 1976 when he was
awarded the Nobel Prize in chemistry.
Asaresult of the “rediscovery” of the
region with the War on Poverty, the
Kentucky Appalachian Center was
opened in 1977 and Appalachian
studies curriculum developed.

1959

Establishment of the
Patterson School of
Diplomacy.

1959

Establishment of the
Honors Program at UK.



The Kentucky National Guard amved on campus to qulet protesters after the Kent State University shootings, 1970.

1965

First African-American
professor hired by UK,
Joseph Walter Scott
(Sociology).

1967

First female African-
American professor
hired by UK, Doris
Wilkinson (Sociology).

1967

Construction began on
Patterson Office Tower,
which would house

the College of Arts and
Sciences, and a new
classroom building
(Whitehall). Patterson
statue moved to storage
due to construction of
Patterson Office Tower.

protesters on

UK campus after
students’ voice
outrage over the
Kent State shooting.
UK ROTC building

burns.
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1976

William Nunn
Lipscomb (BS ‘41)
awarded the Nobel
Prize in chemistry.

1977

Appalachian Studies
Program developed.

1979

First University of
Kentucky Women
Writers Conference.
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1970

Louie Nunn sends
Kentucky National
Guard to quiet
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UK Presidents

David A. Roselle
1987-1989

Charles T.
Wethington Jr.
1989-2001

Lee T. Todd Jr.
2001- present

Arts & Sciences
College Deans

Bradley C. Canon
(Acting Dean) 1990-1991

Richard Edwards
1991-1997

Donald Sands
(Acting Dean) 1997-1998

Howard Grotch
1998 - 2003

Steven L. Hoch
2003 - present
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THE LAST 25 YEARS HAVE con-
tinued the tradition of growth and
diversification in the College of the
Arts and Sciences. Since the 1960s,
the Department of Hispanic Studies has
grown into a well-established program
within the College of Arts and Sciences.
In a new ranking of national universi-
ties, Hispanic Studies was awarded the
number one spot in 2005 according to
the Faculty Scholarly Activity Index.
The College of Arts and Sciences also
ranked high in philosophyand religious
studies. In 1995, the African American
Studies and Research Program held
the first University of Kentucky Black
Women’s Conference in observance
of Women’s History Month. Working
in conjunction with other Kentucky
universities and institutions, the
African American Studies Program is
also currently working on publication
of the “Kentucky African American
Encyclopedia: Black Life and Culture
in the Commonwealth.”
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Currently, the University of
Kentucky is working toward the goal
of becoming a Top 20 university by
the year 2020. As the largest college
in the university, the College of Arts
and Sciences plays an important role in
the achievement of this goal. With the
steady growth of student enrollment
in the college, A&S has been able to
add new faculty members and now
leads the university in the number of
University Research Professorships.
Now home to 25 majors and 33 mi-
nors, the college educates thousands of
students at the university, a far greater
number than the original seven faculty
members covered 100 years ago.

A special thanks to UK’s Special
Collections, especially Frank Stranger
and Deirdre Scaggs, for all of their help
locating items for this project.

1984

Black Studies Program
offered as a minor field.

1999
A&S student

ambassador program
begins.
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A&S student ambassadors celebrate “Geek Week” in 2007.

2001 First annual “A&S Geek Week”

Fire damages .
Administration Building — a celebration of the arts &

and the Patterson statue

is once again uprooted sciences — organized by the

and put in storage. college’s student ambassadors.
2002

Merger of the
departments of German

Studies, French, Russian 2003 2008

and Eastern Studies, and Patterson statue New MacAdam
Classics into a single emerges from storage Student Observatory
Department of Modern to find sunny spot in opens for student and

and Classical Languages, grassy courtyard of the community use.
Literatures, and Cultures. = newly restored Main

Building and Patterson

Office Tower.
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Tom Cook
1937 - 1940

Bachelor's of Arts in
Economics

“The depression was
breaking up. It hit its lowest
pointin 1933 when Roosevelt
came into office. The economy was returning to a normal state by
the time I got out of college. I worked at a job frying burgers, making
$10 a week, for nine hours a day, everyday. I lived over on High
Street next to Lexington Avenue, in the third story of a house with
about five or six beds. It was the cheapest place in town — about
$1.50 a week.

“We had two good basketball teams while I was there, but the
football team was about average. Rupp was in his prime, and we had
a new head football coach named Albert Kirwan, who got further
up the ladder and became president of the university (1967-68).

“There were about 3,000 students when I was there. Not too
much money running around then: Tuition was about $25 when
you paid your deposit. There was a lot of courting going on, like
taking the girls to the library to study, because guys didn’t have the
money to take them to the theater!

“In those days, when we got to be seniors in commerce (eco-
nomics), you put a little something about yourself in this book that
was passed out to all the employers who would interview students
on campus. We called it ‘bargaining brains,” and it was one of the
reasons I got into economics.

“Most of the time, people would come downtown to go to the
shows (movies), and the folks would pass right by my window
where [ was frying hamburg-
ers. The big thing down on
Main Street then was the Ben
Ali Theater, and when Clark
Gables’ ‘Gone with the Wind’
came out, that was one of the
busiest nights ever. That line
— ‘Frankly, my dear, I don’t
give a damn.” — was the first
timeIever heard that word in
amovie. Television was most-
ly non-existent, but it came
around after WWIIL. Before
that, it was all radio.”




Jim

1949 - 19563

Bachelor of
Science in
Anatomy and
Physiology

“When I was at UK, I remember it was a really
happy, peaceful time. It was a fairly quiet time po-
litically — no great conflicts. We didn’t know what a
demonstration was! There were alot of headlines about
the communist infiltration of the government during
the time of the McCarthy hearings. People were very
afraid, paranoid, of communism: It was a bad word,
a dirty word.

“Paul ‘Bear’ Bryant and Adolph Rupp were coach-
ing and the teams were winning. Segregation was in
place, but it was something that was accepted at the
time. Segregation wasn’t a big, controversial issue.
The real violent times, the riots, came later in the late
50’s and early 60’s. At the time, though, it was just
a fact of life. People didn’t talk about it much and it
was very much present on campus.

“At the time, TV sets were very rare, but there
were some. Our fraternity house did not have one, but
Ibelieve there was a TV in the grill beneath the student
union building. TV wasn’t a major form of entertainment
yet, we didn’t sit around watching a lot of it. We found
other things to entertain ourselves. The time I was at
UK was sort of a
transition time
for television;
namely, people
were fascinated
by TV, but the
picture and
sound qual-
ity wasn’t good
enough to keep
you pinned to
the set.”

Anderson

Suzanne
H. Elliott

1964 - 1968
Speech Pathology

“My experience
at UK was filled with
fun, studying, parties
and creating a career
in Speech Pathology.
The general mood when I arrived on campus was light-
hearted and hopeful. Although the Vietham War was
going on, I think the average student wasn’t too involved
in world politics. By my junior and senior years, there
was more concern about the war and after my graduation
the political climate began to change dramatically.

“Iwas heavily involved in the sorority Kappa Alpha
Theta, and eventually became the vice president. We had
a curfew of 11 p.m. weekdays and 1 a.m. on weekends
and the housemother would take a head count to make
sure everyone was there. Women were not allowed to
wear pants in the sorority house living room and dining
room. We dressed for class and parties in sweaters, skirts
and pearls — preppy. Everybody in my sorority watched
‘Peyton Place,” a sitcom like ‘Desperate Housewives’
of today. Most of the entertainment was on campus at
fraternity parties, or sporting and social events, so we
were a pretty close knit circle of friends. Everyone stayed
together, studied together and partied together.

“Cheerleading was a lot of fun, but it wasn’t the
serious sport that it is now. That was the first year
that we had men — three gymnasts — on the squad. We
even used the mini
trampoline, which
hasbeen showntobe
very dangerous now,
but we did some rou-
tines with it.

“It would be
impossible to pick
out my favorite
memory from UK,
because it was all
memorable. I defi-
nitely bleed blue.”
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UK and Arts & Sciences Notable Alumni

Wendell Berry, B.A. 1956, M.A. 1957
Nationally recognized poet, novelist and writer,
and also creative writing teacher at UK.

Edward T. Breathitt, Jr., B.S. 1948, L1.B. 1950
Kentucky Governor 1963-1967.

Harry Caudill, L1.B. 1948 and history professor at UK

Nationally known for writings on Appalachia and Kentucky.
He was also a lawyer in Eastern Kentucky and state legislator.

Thomas D. Clark, M.A. 1929

Member of UK History department from 1931 until 1968 and pro-
lific scholar in Kentucky and Southern history. Clark was named
Kentucky Historian Laureate for Life by the state legislature.

Martha Layne Collins, B.S. 1959
Kentucky Governor 1983-1987.

Joe Creason, B.A. 1940
Prominent columnist for the Louisville Courier-Journal.

Michael Grasley, M.S. 1961
Former president and chief executive officer of the
Shell Chemical Co.

Ashley Judd, B.A. 2007
Actress, activist, and global ambassador for YouthAIDS.

William Nunn Lipscomb, B.S. 1941
Nobel Prize in Chemistry, 1976.

Bobbie Ann Mason, B.A. 1962
Respected short story writer and novelist.

Virginia Clay McClure, B.A. 1912, M.A. 1928, Ph.D. 1934
First woman to earn a doctoral degree at UK

with her history dissertation, “The Settlement of
the Kentucky Appalachian Highlands.”

John Ed Pearce, B.A. 1941
Journalist for the Louisville Courier-Journal who won a
Pulitzer Prize in 1967 for his articles on strip mining.

Glenn Price, B.S. 1946
Scientist with the Brookhaven National Laboratory from 1952 to
1985 and the Atomic Energy Commission from 1987 to 1989.

Jean Ritchie, B.A. 1946
Internationally renowned folk and ballad
singer, and dulcimer player.

John T. Scopes, B.A. 1924

Became nationally known as the science teacher in
Tennessee found guilty of violating the law by teach-
ing the theory of evolution to his class (1925).

Louise Slaughter, B.S. 1951
U.S. congresswoman from New York state.

Don Whitehead, Honorary Doctorate 1948
Correspondent who won two Pulitzers for his reporting on the
Korean War.
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Susan Tomasky
1970 - 1974
Bachelor’s of Arts in Political Science

“There was pretty strong opposition to the (Vietnam)
War, but the war itself was less in peoples’ mind than
some of the collateral cultural issues that came out of
that period of time. The mentality was focused on intel-
lectual freedom, the beginning of the university looking at
affirmative action and discrimination. It was a very open
environment and a free-wheeling attitude. Nobody cared
about fashion: Everybody was just excited that they could
wear blue jeans all the time.

“My parents were down one parent’s weekend and
there were a lot of Hare Krisnas on campus, who came
up and said, ‘Read this book and you’ll take a trip to the
stars.” I remember my dad saying, ‘Well, I wasn’t even
in favor of them going to the moon.” I actually think this
was the period were space exploration was becoming a
little blasé. After the moon walk, I don’t recall a lot of
attention to space exploration.

“I think of it as a time of enormous amount of intel-
lectual energy and creativity on campus. There was a lot of
cross-fertilization among the arts and sciences professors.
I took classes in intellectual history, English, as well as
political science.

“We spent hours in the cafeteria of the Student Center,
debating philosophers, and history, and politics. There
were specific tables where people were likely to gather,
and there were professors who often came by to have lunch
and argue about stuff. There was vast passion and debate
and divide over, what in retrospect seems, fine intellectual
points; like we believed the history of the world was going
to turn on whether you were a generalist! It was really
exciting, and there was a lot of intellectual interaction
between professors and students.

“Thave some memory of the ‘Mary Tyler Moore Show’
and ‘All in the Family,” but I don’t think that television
had much influence
over our lives at
all. We just didn’t
have access to it,
and, frankly, it was
highly distained,
very uncool.

“The Student
Center Movie
Series were a very
big deal. It was a
big social event on
Wednesday night
to go see the Fellini
movies. Unlike tele-
vision, film was the
center of everyone’s

universe.



Stephen Dawahare
1991 - 1994

Topical major

“Going to UK sporting events was something I always
enjoyed. In 1993, our football team went to the Peach Bowl
and our basketball team went to the final four. Primarily,
we just stayed on campus, because it was pretty central.
We could walk to mostly everything we did. Though
Keenland was always fun if we went off campus.

“When I was a kid, we had early stages of something
like the Internet, called Prodigy. People were starting to
get involved in computers and utilizing new technology.
The technology evolved very quickly. In 1992, the World
Wide Web was born and shortly after the university started
offering e-mail accounts. Igot my first e-mail address. It
was memorable because after graduation I got thrown into
the technology industry, and within a few years I was a
founder of an Internet-based technology company.

“I remember people talking about how the United
States was becoming the ‘world policeman.” Heading
into my freshman year, we had just ended the Gulf War.
In 1993, we dealt with the Somalia confrontation. By the
time I was preparing to graduate, we were sending troops
to Haiti. I watched President George Bush, Sr., and Boris
Yeltsin in a news conference proclaiming a formal end to
the Cold War (even though the conflict had ended many
years before), and I realized it was something that my
children would read about as a historic event. It had a
great impact on me, because I remember being scared of
the Soviet Union as a child.

“Thad a lot of interests, so a topical major allowed me
to concentrate on core classes in different fields — sociol-
ogy, economics, and accounting — instead of having an
academic plan laid out for me like a typical major. T had a
pretty aggressive schedule to graduate in three-and-a-half
years. [ was taking almost 18 to 20 hours a semester, which
limited my free time. Still, I was on Student Council and
in a fraternity, Delta
Tau Delta. I'll never
forget having the op-
portunity to work
with the president
of the university to
change the Student
Bill of Rights.”

1996 - 2000

Topical Major:
The Economics of
Environment

“Iearned a topical
degree which allowed
me to tailor my own
major. I love that UK
gave me the flexibility
to be creative. I was
involved in so many
clubs thatInever had a
free night! I'was presi-
dent of the Economics Club, active in Student Government,
and a student ambassador for the College of Arts and Sciences.
I remember the great friends that I had, and the wonderful
professors at UK. ITkeep in contact with some of my old profes-
sors, not like business contacts, but real relationships.

“I've been working for Mary Kay for more than five years
now as an executive sales director, and I'm on my third pink
Cadillac. Inever thoughtI'd be doing this, but it is absolutely
the most fun and rewarding job. You can only enrich a woman'’s
life so much with facial cleanser, buta woman needs confidence
to make good decisions and break cycles of negativity. I am
a mentor, teacher and trainer to my women. For a woman,
there is no greater gift than self-confidence. I want them to
live their dreams, because I'm living mine.

“While I was at UK, one of the biggest highlights was
when Bill Clinton came to visit campus and spoke on the
lawn of the administration building. Before that, [ had never
seen a president in real life. And there were snipers on top
of Patterson Office Tower, and I'd never seen snipers before
either! Isometimes think that Kentucky gets shafted politically,
and hearing Clinton speak at UK made me feel like being in
Kentucky was important and that he actually cared. Another
memorable moment was
when the basketball
team won the national
championship for the
second time in 1998,
and about 1,000 stu-
dentsflooded Woodland
and Euclid, celebrating
on the streets. That was
amazing.”

!
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stinguished Hall of Fame

CRITERIA Award presentation is Friday, October 17,2008.

Nominee must:
1. Have earned a degree from the University of Kentucky College of Arts and Sciences.
2. Have obtained significant achievement personally or professionally.
3. Have demonstrated distinguished professional accomplishments, outstanding character, and commitment to community service.
4. Have shown evidence of actual merit of work in their chosen field of endeavor and community leadership.
The nominator must submit a brief letter describing their candidates’ qualifications and any other pertinent
information, such as resume, professional biosketch, or vitae, as well as 3 other persons listed as references.

NOMINATION FORM

Name

Street Address

City State Zip
Home Phone Daytime Phone E-mail

NOMINEE (please provide as much information as possible)

Name

Street Address

City State Zip

Home Phone E-mail

Year of Graduation Degree Major
Employer Position or Title

Address of Employer Work Phone
City State Zip

Please return to: Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame, College of Arts and Sciences,

231 Patterson Office Tower, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0027

Additional forms are available by calling 859.257.8124 or online at www.uky.edu/AS/Alumni/recognition.html
Nomination forms must be post-marked no later than JUNE 30, 2008.

/)
Invest in /7C more - answer our students’ call!

The College of Arts & Sciences is calling on you to jJoin others in sustaining our
history of academic excellence. Answering our call will impact and change the
lives of countless students. Annual gifts support scholarships, student research,
and innovative programs. Every gift makes a differencel (BIVERSTY OF EENTLCEY
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Destination: Medical School

Donor sponsored scholarships make student’s dream become reality

By Brad Duncan

Not many would have passed on a full
scholarship to their hometown university,
but that’s exactly what Edward Kobraei did.

A graduate of Calloway County High
School in western Kentucky, Kobraei could
have stayed at home while attending Murray
State University. But “Eddie” decided to
follow in the footsteps of his older brother
and sister and enroll at the University of
Kentucky. And it was his “intrinsic curiosity
aboutbiological and chemical phenomena”
that led him to UK’s College of Arts and
Sciences.

Once there, Kobraei knew he had made
the right decision.

“My experience in the College of Arts
and Sciences at UK has been extremely
beneficial, and this is primarily the result
of the quality of education I have received
here,” the biology senior said. “The college
has provided ample resources and academic
programs, outstanding advisors, and an
academically rigorous environment that
has fostered my intellectual development.
Perhaps most importantly, I have been for-
tunate to have many exceptional professors

Eddie Kobraei, biology senior, conducts
research focused on neural regeneration.

who have inspired and challenged me.”

Such an experience would not have
been possible without the help of Arts and
Sciences donors. Kobraei is the recipi-
ent of the National Beckman Scholarship
Award, A.J. Whitehouse Senior Pre-medical
Scholarship and the Arts and Sciences
Dean’s Scholarship Endowment Award —
to name a few.

“These scholarships have been
instrumental in helping me realize my
goals. Without this assistance, attending
UK would have simply been impossible

continued on page 38
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continued from page 37

for me,” Kobraei said. “I
would like to express my
deepest appreciation for the
assistance of my donors —
their aid has allowed me to
attend UK and realize my goal
of attending medical school.”

Kobraei lists many ben-
efits A&S affords its students,
one being the requirements
of coursework outside the
student’s major concentration.
He said that extra work allows
students the opportunity to
gain extra exposure to a diverse
group of subjects not necessarily
related to the student’s major.

Kobraei also credits one of
his A&S professors for helping
him pursue areas he had not
originally considered before,
namely independent scientific
research.

“AsIbegan conducting re-
search I discovered how muchl
enjoyed it,” Kobraei said. “Since
then, I have engaged in other
independent research projects.
For instance, I am currently
conducting an independent
research project studying neural
regeneration in the Department
of Anatomy and Neurobiology.
This experience has allowed
me to present my research at
several scientific conferences
around the United States and
has piqued my interest in sci-
entific research and its clinical
implications.”

However, Kobraei isn’tjust
someone looking out for his own
interests. The College of Arts
and Sciences has helped him
cultivate several of his personal

ampers

values and skills. He has been
a student instructor for biology
and chemistry workshop courses
in the BioExcel and ChemExcel
programs in A&S. Kobraei also
serves as a student ambassador
for the college, arole he took on
when he was a junior, which
has given him the opportunity
to get involved in several lead-
ership and volunteer activities
on the UK campus and in the
Lexington community.

“Reflecting now upon my
undergraduate education, I see
that my involvement in the
College of Arts and Sciences
has had a profound influence
on my life and education,”
Kobraei said. “With respect to
academic matters, I feel like
the education I have received
in A&S has prepared me thor-
oughly formy graduate study in
medicine at virtually any insti-
tution. However, the value of my
education extends outside the
realm of academia. The College
of Arts and Sciences provides a
remarkably comprehensive edu-
cational experience both inside
and outside the classroom.”

And someday, Kobraei
would like to help other students
have similar opportunities as they
aspire to reach their dreams.

“The donors of my scholar-
ships and awards have been a
source of personal encourage-
ment, and [ will never forget the
investment they made in me,”
he said. “I hope to one day in-
vest the same kind of support in
aspiring individuals as a donor
in the future.”

From Small Ideas Come
Big Contributions

ﬂ After college, Alfred
“Alfie” Lipshultz, a 1974
UK A&S grad, found himself
in south Florida lending a
hand to his dad, Mitchell,

at a family company that
manufactured ice machines.
Laws had just changed to
define ice as a food, and
with all the new sanitation
guidelines, they were struck
by an irony: They were trying

GIFTS

to make clean ice with dirty
water.

The pair set out to rem-
edy the situation, launching
Aquathin Corporation, a water
purification company, in a
small office in Ft. Lauderdale in
1980. Knowing “nothing about
manufacturing” Lipshultz put
his Bachelor of General Studies
degree (with an emphasis in
math, biology, and chemistry) to
work, immersing himself with the
“pioneers in the industry” who
were working in reverse osmosis
and deionization, he says.

Asaresult, today Aquathin,
now based in Pompano Beach,
Fla., is a leader in its industry,
with seven patents and 672
dealers in 47 countries around

the world. The company’s water
purification systems range from
small capacity for single family
homes to large 24,000-gallon,
ultra-pure water systems for
laboratories and industries, such
as the Smithsonian Institution
and Nortel Networks.

The company has earned
many prestigious commenda-
tions, including the President’s
Award for Excellence in Export

from the U.S. Department of
Commerce and the State of
Florida’s Emerald Award for
environmental stewardship.
But no honor has been more
meaningful to Lipshultz than
his being invited to serve on
UK’s College of Arts & Sciences
Advisory Board, he says.

“For me personally it
broughtalot of things full circle,”
says Lipshultz, who’s served as
an A&S advisor for two years
now. “When you get the school
you graduated from recognizing
that they’d like to have you back
as part of their advisory board,
it’s overwhelming.”

Lipshultz’s work as an
advisor with A&S got him
thinking about ways to give



back to UK and honor his
parents and parents-in-law
at the same time. He and
his wife, Debbie—who
served on the UK Troopers
dance team and as the UK
mascot during her time at
UK—have pledged $10,000
to establish the Mitchell
and Harriette Lipshultz and
John and Lenora Scircle
and Aquathin Corporation
Endowed Scholarship and
Faculty Retention Fund in
Arts and Sciences.

Though Debbie’s par-
ents were already deceased,
with the A&S College’s help,
Lipshultz was able to pres-
ent a certificate to his parents
notifying them of the honor,
just before his mother passed
away last fall. Lipshultz’s fa-
ther, still active in the com-
pany at 80, was especially
touched that the scholarship
and retention fund will offer
the sole means of preserving
the Lipshultz family name,
since none of his grandchil-
dren carry on that surname,
Lipshultz says.

Lipshultz’s memories of
UKinclude amix of fun times
with his fraternity, Lambda
Chi Alpha, and social unrest
in the midst of Vietnam—he
watched, for instance, as
armed riot police confronted
protesters near the campus
ROTC headquarters at Barker
Hall in 1970. “It was a scary
time, but we enjoyed our-
selves at the same time,” he
says. “It was a great social
environment. We had a lot
of fun.” - Robin Roenker

A&S Ambassador Becomes
Community Ambassador

Scholarship helps those who have overcome obstacles.

B Julia Sander Burnett al-
ways knew she wanted to be an
entrepreneur and own her own
business. But she never dreamt it
would be as an executive senior
sales director with Mary Kay.
“It’s kind of hilarious.
I didn’t even wear makeup
before I came to Mary Kay,”
laughs Burnett, a 2000 Arts and
Sciences graduate and former
A&S College Ambassador who
crafted her own topical major
to study the economics of the
environment while at UK.
Burnett first signed on with
Mary Kay simply to be able to
buy the company’s cosmetics,
whichafriend introduced herto,

GIFTS

for herself at wholesale prices.
At the time, she was working
as a development officer for the
A&S College, following a brief
stint with Procter & Gamble
in Cincinnati—a post she left
after 9/11, in favor of a return

to UK and something “more
fulfilling,” she says. Within
seven months with Mary Kay,
though, her sales were so strong
she decided to make Mary Kay
her full-time job.

“It was a hard decision,
because I really loved my job
in development,” she says. “I
was the person going out and
helping people to give gifts to
UK in the form of scholarships
and professorships. And I just
got to the point where I wanted
tobe the person who was able to
give,” she laughs. “And owning
my own business through Mary
Kay is a way that I've been able

to do that.”
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Burnett and her husband,
Seth, a 1999 UK College of
Engineering graduate, have
pledged a $10,000 gift to the
College of Arts & Sciences to
establish the Anna Beth Burnett
Scholarship. The award is
named in honor of Seth’s young-

er sister, who died at the age of
eight, and will be given to an
A&S student who has displayed
financial need and overcome
some obstacle in life.

Julia says she and her hus-
band wanted to award other
students, like themselves, who
were hard workers but, despite
strong test scores and academic
record, did not receive an ini-
tial scholarship to UK through
the Merit Office. Julia applied
for and received scholarships
through the College of Arts and
Sciences each year, so that when
she graduated she had only
$6,000 in student debt.

“Tjust feel like Thad an awe-
some education. Ihad incredible
teachers,” Burnettsaysofhertime
at UK. She notes her colloquia
with Professor Jennifer Tunberg
in the Honors Program and doing
research on native Kentucky bees
with Professor Jim Krupa as par-
ticularly influential.

Burnett, who lives in
Lexington, remains passionate
about the environment and her
family. As an executive senior
sales director, she mentors 150
other Mary Kay sales consul-
tantsin 17 states. She loves that
her career path—unexpected
as it may be—allows her to set
her own schedule so that she
can stay home with her young
daughter, Leah, nearly two.

“It puts me in an envi-
ronment of women who are
like-minded and who value
what I value,” she says. “It’s
a very safe place for a woman
to grow.” — Robin Roenker
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Geology Changed Her Tune

Women inspiring women creates science scholarship

E] SUSAN (CAMENISCH)
ERIKSSON started her studies
at UK as a music major, with a
focus on piano. But when she
took an honors section of geol-
ogy during her junior year, she
was hooked.

“After one exam, I went
up to the TA and said, I love
this, Ilove, this, I1love this!” she
recalls. “I was so excited. I said
I'wished I'had found geology as
a freshman.”

Eventually, her UK
professors—particularly Bill
Blackburn—helped Eriksson
make the switch to majoring
in geology as a junior, and she
was able to graduate with just
one extra semester of work, in
the summer of 1971.

“I was the only woman
undergraduate in geology at
UK when I was there,” she
recalls. “That was quite a big
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thing. It’s traditionally a very
male-dominated field.”

Professors and graduate
students in the department,
who became her colleagues
and friends, encouraged her
studies, and Eriksson went on
to pursue a master’s degree in
geology at SUNY-Stony Brook
and a doctorate at the University
of the Witwatersrand in South
Africa—where her future hus-
band, whom she’d met while
beginning her doctorate work
at the University of Cincinnati,
was a faculty member.

After graduate school,
Eriksson took an appointment
as a research geologist at Arco
Oil and Gas in Dallas and then
served for 22 years on the faculty
of Virginia Tech. Since 2004, she
has worked in Boulder, Colo., as
education and outreach direc-
tor for UNAVCO, an NSF- and

NASA-funded research facility
that focuses on the study and
measurement of deformation in
the Earth’s crust.

Eriksson says that though
her time as a UK geology major
was rather brief, she enjoyed all
ofher A&S classes as well as her
“fantastic” colloquium within
the Honors Program.

It was in Boulder during
a UK Department of Geology
alumni event that Eriksson
met Cara Kiger, a fellow
alumna, and they began talk-
ing about ways to give back to
the college. Together, they have
pledged $10,000 to launch the
ASK (Advancing Science for
Kentuckians) Scholarship, an
award for full-time sophomores
or above who display financial
need and who are studying earth
and environmental sciences.

“Because I'm a geochemist
and Cara’s a geophysicist, we
saw this as a way to try to make
the other sciences more aware
of earth science,” Eriksson ex-
plains. “If you give a chemistry
major a scholarship with a geol-
ogy connection, he or she might
look at the options in a career in
geochemistry, maybe.”

Eriksson, a Lincoln County
native, pledged her contribution
in honor of her mother, Dorothy
Cook, a graduate of UK’s home
economics program, while
Kiger’s gift honors one of her
high school biology teachers.

“We both had women who
encouraged us to do sciences,”
Eriksson says. “My mother al-
ways talked about the chemistry
classes she took at UK. That was
an important role model for
me as a youngster.” — Robin
Roenker

2007 Blazer

Lecture

E PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING
journalist Ellen Goodman spoke
in October on “Men, Women
and Media: Is the Political
(Too) Personal?” Goodman is a
force in American journalism
having expanded the debate on
social change and its impact on
families.

MARK THE DATE

Join us Oct. 16 for the 2008
Blazer Lecture as we welcome

leading scholar on global
warming. Oppenheimer

is a member of the United
Nation's Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change that,
along with former U.S. Vice
President Al Gore, received the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2007.




